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China 
takes big 
step on 
carbon 
trading 


With the largest such 
market in the world, it 
is supplanting U.S. as 
a leader in combating 
climate change. 


By JONATHAN KAIMAN 


BEIJING — China 
launched a nationwide car- 
bon-trading program Tues- 
day, solidifying the country’s 
role as an emerging leader in 
the fight against climate 
change. 

The market will initially 
cover about 1,700 of the 
country’s coal- and natural- 
gas-based power-generat- 
ing companies, accounting 
for about 3 billion tons ofcar- 
bon dioxide emissions a year 
— more than a third of the 
country’s total, China’s pow- 
erful National Development 
and Reform Commission 
announced at a news confer- 
ence. 

The Chinese carbon mar- 
ket will be the world’s big- 
gest — about 15 times as 
large as the second biggest, 
the European Union, and 
several times bigger than 
California’s, which is the big- 
gest in North America. 

“This is an incredibly am- 
bitious exercise,” said Na- 
thaniel Keohane, a vice pres- 
ident at the Environmental 
Defense Fund, a New York- 
based nonprofit that has 
helped China devise the pro- 
gram. “It’s like the pyramids 
of Giza.” 

Keohane said the plan 
could enable China — the 
world’s biggest greenhouse 
gas emitter — to formulate 
even more ambitious cli- 
mate goals in coming years. 

Experts say China is as- 
suming the climate leader- 

[See China, A4] 


Farmers 
see their 
Crops, 
lives turn 
to ashes 


By GILLIAN FERGUSON 


SANTA PAULA — There 
are no more limequats left 
on Mud Creek Ranch. The 
Kishu mandarins are crum- 
pled and Pixie tangerines 
hang like lumps of black 
coal, but it was the avocados 
that suffered the most. From 
a distance, the fruit on a 50- 
year-old Fuerte tree could 
pass for Bosc pears, their 
tear-shaped avocados 
cooked to a caramel color. 
Nearby red sap oozes from 
the trunks of Hass and Pink- 
ertons, as though they were 
bleeding. 

The Thomas fire, which 
had ravaged over 272,000 
acres in Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties as of 
Tuesday evening, started a 
quarter of a mile from Mud 
Creek Ranch, a 65-acre 
swath ofland in Santa Paula 
Canyon where Steven and 
Robin Smith grow organic 
avocados and more than 200 
varieties of citrus. 

On Dec. 4, Smith heard 
the dogs barking and walked 
out his kitchen door to find 
flames crawling toward his 
property. 

“The fire was coming over 
that ridge right there,” he 
says, pointing to a charred 
hillside. “And the wind was 
really howling, maybe 40 
knots.” 

When a second firestorm 
barreled down Mud Creek 
and ignited a neighbor’s 

[See Farmers, A10] 
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FIVE POSSIBLE WAYS TO SAVE ON 2018 TAXES NOW 


PAY YOUR PROPERTY 
TAXES EARLY 


Ifyour state and local taxes will 
be more than $10,000, pay the 
second installment by Dec. 31 
to get more credit. 


MAKE AN EXTRA 
MORTGAGE PAYMENT 


Ifyou itemize your 
deductions, try to make your 
January mortgage payment 
this month. 


DONATE MORE 
TO CHARITY 


Also ifitemizing, consider 
making any charitable 
contributions planned for 
2018 by Dec. 31. 


DEFER OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
ACCELERATE INCOME EXPIRING DEDUCTIONS 
Ifyou’re self-employed, Deductions for some 

time your invoices so you unreimbursed business 


get paid in whichever year 


benefit 


expenses start to disappear; 


s you most. claim them while you can. 


Republican tax plan 
headed to president 


House, Senate pass $1.5-trillion overhaul along party lines 


Producer abused them, 
former child actors say 


By Gus 
GARCIA-ROBERTS 


To the young male actors 
in his retinue in Santa Bar- 
bara in the 1970s, Gary God- 
dard was an exalted figure. A 
successful former theater 
prodigy, Goddard returned 
through his 20s to direct and 
mentor child actors in his 
hometown, vowing to bring 
the most talented with him 
to Hollywood. He attracted a 
constant orbit of devoted 
boys others referred to as 
the “Goddardites.” 

But the seemingly idyllic 
setting of privilege and 
promise had a dark edge for 
several members of the the- 
ater group. Four decades 
later, many of them say they 
have been haunted by their 


SCOTT DRNAVICH, 
shown in 1978, confided 
that Gary Goddard had 
assaulted him “on many 
occasions,” fellow actor 
Anthony Edwards said. 


encounters with Goddard. 

Since actor Anthony Ed- 
wards wrote in an online es- 
say last month that God- 
dard sexually abused him as 
a pubescent actor in Santa 
Barbara, seven others from 
the theater group told the 
Los Angeles Times that 
their former mentor mo- 
lested or attempted to mo- 
lest them as boys. 

They describe Goddard’s 
advances as ranging from 
straying hands on thighs 
during lulls in a production 
or fondling in a darkened 
Disneyland ride, to repeated 
incidents of sexual abuse 
during a troupe’s overnight 
stays in a statewide tour. In 
addition, Edwards and an- 
other former theater stu- 
dent said ininterviews thata 

[See Goddard, A8] 
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J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE Associated Press 


HOUSE SPEAKER Paul D. Ryan, flanked by fellow GOP Reps. Kevin Brady of Texas and Cathy MceMorris 
Rodgers of Washington, said he had “no concerns whatsoever” about the bill, which polls indicate is unpopular. 


By LisA MASCARO 


WASHINGTON — The 
House and Senate passed 
the sweeping GOP tax plan 
on near-party-line votes as 
congressional Republicans 
moved to give President 
Trump his most significant 
legislative victory of the year 
— one that has come ata 
steep political cost. 

Polling indicates the $1.5- 
trillion package remains 
broadly unpopular, contrib- 
uting to a political environ- 
ment in which surveys, in- 
cluding some by Republican 
groups, show the party in se- 
rious danger of losing con- 
trol of Congress in next 
year’s midterm election. 

Those political problems 
may be especially acute in 
parts of California, where 
the bill, sold as a tax cut, is 
expected to lead to tax in- 
creases for a significant 
number of individuals and 
families. That’s largely be- 
cause it curtails the current 
deduction for state and local 
income and property taxes. 

Many of those voters live 
in affluent suburban areas, 
such as Orange County, that 
have often backed Republi- 


JACQUELYN MARTIN Associated Press 
HOUSE DEMOCRATIC leader Nancy Pelosi of San Francisco called the GOP tax overhaul “the worst bill to 
ever come to the floor of the House,” adding: “The American people see this tax scam for exactly what it is.” 


à 


cans. Democrats already 
have gained in suburbs 
nationwide this year and be- 
lieve the tax bill’s unpopu- 
larity will give them an open- 
ing to sway more voters to 
their side. 

Concern over the state 
and local tax deduction led 
two Southern California Re- 
publicans, Reps. DarrellIssa 
of Vista and Dana Rohra- 
bacher of Costa Mesa, to join 
others from New York and 
New Jersey, which are simi- 
larly affected, in voting 
against the bill in the 227-203 
House roll call Tuesday. In 
all, 12 Republicans opposed 
the tax plan. No Democrats 
voted for it. 

Senate approval shortly 
after midnight fell similarly 
along party lines, 51 to 48, 
with only Republicans vot- 
ing yes. Republican Sen. 

[See Taxes, A11] 
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The implications 
for home buyers 


Effects of limiting the 
mortgage interest deduc- 
tion will be felt mostly in 
wealthier areas, experts 
say. BUSINESS, C1 
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N.E.R.D RESPONSE 
TO TRUMP 


AFP/Getty Images 


Pharrell Williams, above, and N.E.R.D 
helped define hip-hop’s sound in the 
2000s. Their new comeback album 
reflects the political and social upheaval 
of the last 18 months. 
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i Weather 
| Clearing, cooler. 
| L.A. Basin: 62/45. B6 
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